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Education:
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- 1980: Diploma in Archaeology from the University of Jordan, Amman.
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Scholarships:
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- Hebrew Language
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- Bilad al-Sham in the Iron Ages
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- Special Topic of Islamic Arts and Archaeology
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Publications:
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- Economic Factors Behind the Assyrian Control of Syro-Palestine Based on the
Assyrian and Biblical Sources, Historical Studies, University of Damascus,
1997.

- Salvage Archaeological Excavation in a Byzantine Cemetery at Mu’tah:

Historical and Archaeological Approach, Journal of Mu’tah for Humanities

and Social Sciences, al-Karak, Jordan, 1999.

- Nabataean Trade and the Roman’s Harassments during the First Century
B.C. until the Second Century A.D., Journal of Human and Social Sciences,
United Arab Emirates University, 1999.

- The Element of the Pulpit in the Islamic Architecture until the End of the




Mamluk Period between Functionalism and Sympolism, Journal of the
College of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Qatar, Qatar,
2002.

- Architectural Renaissance in Egypt during the Fatimid Caliphate of al-Hakim
bi-Amr Allah (386-411 A.H./ 996-1020 A.D.), Journal of Human Sciences,
University of Bahrain, Bahrain, 2003.

- Who is Responsible for the Destruction of Middle Bronze Age Sites in Syro-
Palestine? Damascus University Journal, Damascus, 2005.

- The Role of the Tourism Sector in the Economic Development in Jordan,

Journal of the Arts of Ain Shams, Cairo, Egypt, 2007.

- The Egyptian Administration in the Bilad al-Sham during the New Pharaonic
State (1550-1200 B.C.). Mu'tah Journal for Scientific Researchs and
Studies., Mutah University, 2008.

B. Published Articles (in English):

- The Stela of Rameses II at Beisan: Reassessment, Journal of the College of
Education, the University of al- Mustansiriyah, Iraq, 1997.

- Animal and Plant Domestication in South-Western Asia Historical and
Archaeological Approach, Journal of the College of Education, University
of al- Mustansiriyah, Iraq, 1997.

- The Cypriot Pottery Imports into the Levant During the Middle Bronze Age,

Journal of the College of Humanities and Social Sciences, the United
Arab Emirate University, 1997.
- The Aramaic Inscription of Zakir, King of Hamah: A Historical and
Phonological Study, Journal of the Arab Historian, 2000.

- Bait al-Maqdis withitn A Historical and Archaeological Context Until the
End of the Umayyad Period, Journal of the College of Humanities and
Social Sciences, University of Qatar, Qatar, 2001.

- The Beginning of Settlement in Adom, Southern Jordan during the Iron Age,
Journal of Human Sciences, University of Bahrain, Bahrain, 2002.

Research Interests:

- Writing papers in the Fields of Islamic Arts and Architecture; Umayyad,
Abbasid and Fatimid Periods.

- Writing papers in the Fields of Stone Age, Bronze Age, and Iron Age.

- Writing papers in the Fields of Nabataean, Egyptian, and Assyrian
Archaeology

- Writing papers in the Fields of Tourism Management.

Master Thesis Supervision:

- Fatimah Mrezeq, Heritage Buildings and the Folklore Life in the City of
Aqabah: Descriptive and Comparative Study (Selective sites), Department of
Archaeology and Tourism Mutah University al-Karak, Jordan.

- Zuhair Raqwan Jaradat, the Heritage Buildings of Bushra: Descriptive and

Comparative Study, Mutah University, al-Karak, Jordan (forthcoming).

- Heba Turky al-Hajjaj, The Enclosure in the Islamic Architecture in the Bilad



al-Sham during the Umayyad Period. Mutah University,al-Karak, Jordan,
2006.

- Abdallah Fahad al-Lababdeh, The Crenelation Element in the Islamic
Architecture in Egypt during the Mamluk Period. Mutah University, al-
Karak-Jordan, 2006.

Thesis Defense Committee’s Membership:

- Wa’il M. Hamamreh, Architectural Planning to Hellenistic Sites in Palestine
332-64 B.C., Yarmuk University, Jordan, 24 / 7/ 2000.

- Bassam I. Ali, The Open Courtyard in the Iraqi Architecture during the
Abbasid Era, Selected Samples, Yarmuk University, Jordan, 10/12/ 2000.

- Adil M. al-Far, the Mosque in the Ancient West Tripoli during the Ottoman’s
Rule between 985-1123 A.H./ 1551-1711 A.D., Yarmuk University, Jordan,
2/5/ 2001.

- Akram A. Rawashdeh, The Development of Tourism in Amman, Jordan
University,Jordan, 20/5/ 2001.

- Awwad D. Quqgazah, Types and Destination of the Arab Tourism in Jordan,
Jordan University,Jordan, 30/5/ 2001.

- Thabit M. Khasawneh, the Mi’dhanah in the Early Islamic Architecture:
Comparative Study, Yarmuk University, Jordan, 30/12/ 2001.

- Hatim A. Dmur, the Railway Stations in the Mid-Southern District of Jordan:
Architectural Study, Yarmuk University,Jordan, 30/4/ 2003.

- Abd al-Qadir Fadl Mubhsin al-Hijazi, The Artistic Origins of the Islamic
Decoration, Yarmuk University, Jordan, 18/ 7/ 2004.

- Zeidan Rasheed Khan al-Bradosty, The Atabkian Minarets of Iraq, Mutah
University, Jordan, 26/7/ 2007.

Conferences and Symposium Participations:

- Symposium on the Project of Sustainable Tourism in Jordan, Yarmuk
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- Symposium on the Anthropology and Tourism Development, Yarmuk
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- The Archaeological Conference on the Passed Hundred Years on the Discovery
of The Madaba Mosaic Map, Amman, Jordan, 1997.

- Workshop on Archaeology of Jordan, Yarmuk University, Jordan, 5 /5 /2002.
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University, 1998.
- The Ninth Conference of the “Studies in the History and Archaeology of
Jordan, the Department of Antiquities, Amman, Jordan, 2004.




Mu’tah University Selected Committees.

- Referee Member of al-Bahrain University, al-Bahrain, 2007.

- Referee Member of al-Najah University, Nablus, 2006.

-Referee Member at Irbid National University, 2005.

-Referee Member of Mutah Scientific Research Journal (Humanities and Social
Sciences), 2004.

- Member of the Higher Study Committee in the Department of Archaeology and
Tourism, 2003/2004.

- Member of the Higher Study Committee in the Department of Archaeology and
Tourism, 2002/2003.

- Member of the Committee to Interview the Appointed Colleagues in the
Department of Archaeology and Tourism, 2002.

- Member of the Committee of the Scientific Research, 2001.

- Member of the Committee for publishing a Specialized Tourism Guide of the
Karak Municipality, 2000.

- Member of the Committee for the Researchers who pass the instructions of the
Scientific Support, 1999.

- Member of the Council of the Faculty of Arts, 1999.

- Member of the Work Team for the Study of the Tourism Project in al-Karak,
1999.

- Member of the Committee of the Scientific Research, 1998.

- Member of the Mu'tah Students' Election, 1998.

- Member of the Council of the Faculty of Arts, 1997.

- Member of the Social and Cultural Faculty Committee, 1995.

- Member of the Committee of the Study Plan (Syllabus), 1994.

- Member of the Committee of the Scientific Research, 1993.

- Member of the Council of the Faculty of Arts, 1992.

Chairperson of University Committees:

- Chairman of the Committee for Evaluating of some Ancient coins to be
bought and classified in the Department Museum.

-Chairman of the Committee for the Interviews of the Students Accepted at
the University in the Subjects of Ceramic Techniques and Skillful,
1999/2000.



The Role of the Tourism Sector in the Economic
Manifestation in Jordan

Abstract

The aim of this study is to evaluate the Jordanian tourism sector and to

see how much its participation affects the national economy specially the Gross
Domestic Product and the balance of payment. For that purpose, two methods
have been used; theoretical and applied systems. Furthermore, this study
concentrates on the importance of the Jordanian tourism sector, because it has to
be considered one of the most important sectors in terms of its participation in
the national income if the circumstance for foreign investments are suitable,
which would be reflected positively on the level of national income as well as on
the level of people’s life. Moreover, this sector will solve the unemployment
problem that Jordan is suffering since then.
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The Nabataean Trade and the Roman
Harassment During the First Century B.C.
until the Second Century A.D.

Dr. Taleb A. Smadi
Mu'tah University - Faculty of Arts
Department of Archaeology and Tourism

Abstract

This study concentrates on the Nabataean trade and trade
routes during the first century B.C until the second century
A.D. These routes were shifted from the east cost of the Red
Sea to the eastern Badiat al-Sham and then to the north of
Syria. This shifting had happened because of the Roman
harassment to the Nabataean trade in order to control the
very rich Arabian trade and then to control the whole area.
Therefore, this situation lead to the decline of using these
routes because of the danger brought by the Roman ships in
the Red Sea. Hence, during the reign of the Nabataean King
Aretas IV (r. 9 B.C.- 40 A.D.), new trade routes where founded:
the first one goes from the seaport of Gerrha on the Arabian
Gulf to Dawmat al-Jandal (Modern al-Jawf) and from there
goods are transported in two directions: one goes to Umm al-
Jimal, which was founded for the first time during this period,
and then to Busra, Damascus and to the North of Syria. The
other goes to Petra through the Jordanian Badiyah. The other
route comes from the Arabian Gulf by the seaport of al-Basra
through Tadmur (Palmyra) to Damascus and the north of
Syria. Therefore, this difficult situation played a very
significant role in the downfall of the Nabataean Capital,
Petra, under the Roman Emperor Trajan (r. 98 -117 A.D.) and
brought the end of the Nabataean Kingdom at the beginning

of the second century A.D. (106 A.D.).



Unique Latin Inscription found in Petra, Southern Jordan

dated to the First Century A.D.

Abstract

The Historical and Archaeological studies indicate that the Roman Empire
conquered the whole of the Ancient Near East, especially the Bilad al-Sham
(Syria-Palestine) during the first Century B.C. until the Fourth Century A.D.
Thus the objective of this paper is to deal with the Roman Cohorts and Legions
which were established in the eastern Provinces of Arabia, to protect the Roman
frontiers. Therefore, this paper concentrates on a Latin inscription found in
Petra, Southern Jordan, mentions a Nabataean soldier who served in the Roman
Cohorts, to ensure the security of the Eastern Roman frontiers, and to show that
the Arab Nabataeans participate strongly with the Roman army and hence they
use the Latin language and calligraphy in their daily-life style, even though, some
of them used Latin names for themselves as it appears in this inscription.







‘Keywords

The Egyptian Administration in the Bilad al-Sham during the New
Pharaonic State (1550-1200 B.C.)

Dr. Talib "Abdullah Smadi
Abstract

This study aims at investigating the Egyptian Administrative
Systems in the Bilad al-Sham (Syria, Palestine, Jordan and Lebanon)
from the point-view of the Egyptian administrative influence in
areas. It has already been published that the Syro-Palestine area was
divided into three administrative provinces and each of which had its
capital-city as well as its governor, who was either an Egyptian
commissioners or from the allied local people. Furthermore, this
research points out to the minor Egyptian influence in the
administrative system of Syro-Palestine, because this region was very
well urbanized, and thus the concept of an Egyptian "Empire" in this
area, which was applied by some Egyptologists, would be
unacceptable. Therefore, the comparison between the administrative
systems in the two regions is very much unlikely. Thus this study
reaches the conclusion that some of the earlier studies fell in mistakes
of generality, therefore the present study emphasized that the
administrative influence in Syro-Palestine was not strong, Egyptian
and actually the Egyptians adapted the political and administrative

system of Syro-Palestine.



Keywords:
- Egyptian Administration Systems -Comparative Study
- New Pharaonic Era - Syro-Palestine (Bilad al-Sham)
- Egyptian Influence - Egyptian Empire
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The Aramaic Inscription of Zakir, King of

Hamah: Historical and Phonological study

Dr. Taleb A. Smadi
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Abstract

This paper concentrates on two important purposes:

First, historically, it talks about the Aramaean people who lived on the area
which extended from the North of Syria to Mesopotamia, around the
first half of the second millennium B.C. For the Assyrian documents
and annals mention more than fifty names of the Aramaean tribes lived
in that area such as “Akhlamu — Aramaeans” and “Suti”.

Secondly, this study shows that the Aramaean language was used as a
diplomatic language in the Ancient Near East, especially in the
Assyrian, Babylonian and persian Empires.

Accordingly, the Aramaic writing and language, side by side with the
Hebrew language, have their source of derivation from the phonecian
writing. This seems obvious from a comparative study of the Aramaic



inscription of Zakir, King of Hamah, that goes back to the ninth century
B.C. and some of the Biblical writings. Furthermore, many of the
Aramaic and Hebrew vocabularies are still being used in Arabic
language today.
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The Minbar in the Islamic Architecture until the End of the Mamluk
the Functionalism and Symbolism Period between

Dr. Taleb Abdallah Smadi
Associate Professor in the Islamic Archaeology
tah University’Mu
Faculty of Arts
Department of Archaeology and Tourism
Jordan—Al-Karak

Abstract
This paper concentrates on three main issues:

Firstly, it discusses the origin and derivation of the Minbar in the
early Islamic Architecture, because there is a number of western
scholars such as, Becker, Lammens, Creswell, Schacht and recently,
Hillenbrand, Pedersen, others have written about this subject. They
concluded that this architectural element is like other architectural
dhanah ’components in the Islamic architecture, such as al-Ma
Minaret), and al-Mihrab (Pulpit), have a Christian-Coptic origin )
and these components may go back to the Pre-Islamic Period.
Secondly, this paper looks through the historical and archaeological
sources, like Ibn Dugqmagq, al-Magqrizi, al-Samhudi and others, as well
as the results of the archaeo-logical excavations conducted by Quibell
Thirdly, my research at Saqqara in Egypt, which are misinterpreted.
deals with some of the literary sources, especially the Poets of al-
Rugayyat, which threw some light on the Farazdaq, Jarir and al-
political as well as religious role played by the Minbar in Early
Islamic Period. Contrasting to the conclusions reached by those



Orientalists, we imply that the Minbar, since its existence in the
mosque, symbolizes both political and religious authorities; therefore,
it is difficult to separate between them, where the caliph himself
symbolizes both authorities.
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The Beginning of Settlement in Adom, Southern

Jordan, During the Iron Age

By

Dr. Taleb "Abdullah Smadi
Associate Professor
Department of Archaeology and Tourism
Faculty of Social Sciences — Mu’tah University
Al-Karak — Jordan

Abstract

This paper concentrates on three main issues:

First, it shows that there is a great contrasting between the
Biblical traditions and the archaeological evidence in terms of the
beginning of settlement in Adom, Southern Jordan. The Biblical
sources mention that there were settlements in Adom as early the
Late Bronze Age, at the time when the Israelites made their Exodus
from Egypt around 1220 B.C. Furthermore, there are conflicting
statements in the Old Testament itself on the matter of the route the



Israelites used within the Kingdom of Adom, for example between
the tradition of Number, Judges and Deuteronomy. This confusion
causes a great doubt to the Biblical traditions as being untrustworthy
historical sources.

Secondly, the archaeological excavations and surface surveys in
different sites in Adom, such as Busayrah, Taweylan, Umm al-
Biyarah and Tall al-Halifah indicate that the beginning of settlement
in Adom does not go back earlier than the end of the 9" Century B.C.
at the very earliest. These settlements point to flourishing and
prosperous kingdom during the 8" and especially the 7" Centuries
B.C. Thus all the excavation sites and surveys would support the
results reached by C.M. Bennett that settlement in Adom is to be
dated to the 9™ Century B.C. Furthermore, the copper smelting in
the Wadiy "Arabah had occurred simultaneously with advent of
Assyrians in the 8" Century B.C.

Thirdly, Archaeological finding such as pottery, seals,
architectural elements and stratigraphies from these extensively
excavated sites, indicate some kind cultural continuity from the
Adomiyte period down to the Nabataean period. Such evidence
would invalidate the cultural gap proposed by N. Glueck and those
who followed him, from the 8" century down to the 4™ Century B.C.
Therefore, we can say with confidence that the Nabataeans were the
inheritors of the Adomiyte civilization when they established their
kingdom at the same time of the downfall of the Adomiyte Kingdom
in the 6™ Century B.C.



